KBF message, Oct 8, 2023

Title: Unity, Division and the Cross of Christ
Scripture reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-17
By Lee Taylor

Introduction

[SLIDE] Good morning KBF! | would like to pose a quick question to
the youth for our discussion during the youth program right after this
message. How does the cross of Christ create unity?

[SLIDE] Last Sunday, we started our new sermon series through 1
Corinthians with a message by Pastor Ryuichi called “/n God’s Grip
of Grace and Peace’ based on 1 Corinthians 1:1-9. In his message,
Pastor Ryuichi wrote that the Apostle Paul heard about the serious
problems happening in the church at Corinth; they included divisions
in the church, immoral sexual behavior, questions concerning food,
worship, and resurrection. In our text today, verses 10-17, we
consider the first of these problems, division in the church.

It is tempting to imagine that the first-generation church enjoyed a
golden honeymoon period (Acts 2:42-47). But the Apostle Paul's
letters, including the 1 Corinthians text we will look at today, reveal
that this was not the case. There was division in the Corinthian church
and division appears repeatedly throughout church history since then
up to and including the present day.

Even in my church life | have experienced division. In the church |
attended before coming to KBF there was a huge fracture between
two main groups that lasted decades. Unable to truly reconcile, one
group eventually left after a really heated dispute proved to be the
final straw. When | first came to KBF, there were visible tensions at
that time. | will not go over painful ground here. Suffice to say that
division is a serious threat to any church so Paul’s words to the
Corinthian church are extremely relevant today. We must be vigilant
about this danger.

Division is not confined to the church either. We experience it in our
everyday lives. Who here has experienced division in your life,
between family, friends, colleagues, even within yourself? Some of
our most painful memories and open weeping wounds are caused by
division. Though it is probably uncomfortable, you may want to recall
such a division in your life and place it before the Lord now so that He
can speak to you through the verses we will consider this morning.
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[SLIDE] I have divided our passage today into the following main
sections:

1. Church Unity [verse 10]

2. Church Division [verses 11, 12]

3. The Cross of Christ [verses 13-17]

Let us pray: Dear Lord, please speak to us now through the power of
Your Word. Teach us to embrace unity with joy and convict us where
we have strayed into division. Bring us to kneel at the foot of your
Cross with humble and obedient hearts. We pray this in Your name,
Amen!

1. Church Unity [verse 10]

[SLIDE] 1 Corinthians 1:10 | appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one
another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, but
that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.

[SLIDE] The apostle Paul starts verse 10 with | appeal to you. The
verb appeal in Greek is a strong word that indicates a deep desire for
reconciliation. It is used in Luke 15:28 in the story of the prodigal son
when the father went out and pleaded with the older brother to join the
celebration of his younger brother's return. In the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ is a powerful call to unity and it was probably used during
the baptisms described later in verses 14-16 as in, ‘| baptize you in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.’

[SLIDE] In verse 10, unity is a repeated theme. Paul continues that
all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and
thought. All of you agree with one another literally means that they all
‘say the same thing.” The underlying Greek word for divisions is
‘skhisma’ which we use today in the English word schism. Divisions
here is a political term for rival parties or factions that Paul describes
verse 12. Paul summons his listeners to be perfectly united in mind
and thought or united in ‘purpose and intention.’
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The Greek word that Paul uses for ‘perfectly united’ gives a vivid
image of what Christian unity looks like in practice. It is a word that
would be used by tentmakers, of whom Paul is one (Acts 18:3), who
fit together pieces of a canvas so skillfully that the tent becomes
waterproof. A more literal translation is ‘having been fit or knit
together.’

Knitting is a contemporary activity [SLIDE] that we can relate to. Who
knit[s] the church together? Paul tells us when he opens vs 10 with
brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus
does. We are not a random collection of individuals but are called...
into fellowship with... Jesus Christ our Lord (vs 9).

People are drawn to admire a beautifully made garment and praise its
creator. So how we, in the church, celebrate our diversity and yet are
completely united in Christ brings glory to His name. This unity is a
powerful sign of Jesus’ God given authority and that God’s love
extends through Jesus to all believers. [SLIDE] As John 17:23 says |
[Jesus] in them [all believers] and you [God] in me—so that they may
be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent
me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

Knitting also helps us understand why division is so painful. [SLIDE]
Can you imagine ripping one or more yarns out of this fabric? It would
leave a gaping hole with many of the remaining yarns frayed and torn.
A tear like that would require great effort and care to restore. In the
church, we should never assume division only affects a few people.
We are all knitted together and division tears through the entire body.
Division is when a difference or disagreement between groups
produces tensions that can cause the groups to fight and separate.
This is where the Apostle Paul takes us now in verses 11 and 12.

2. Church Division [verses 11, 12]

[SLIDE] 1 Corinthians 1:11, 12 My brothers and sisters, some from
Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among
you. 12 What | mean is this: One of you says, “I| follow Paul”; another,
“| follow Apollos”; another, “| follow Cephas”; still another, “| follow
Christ.”

NoaMN IELIZ—H Lzl EWSERTHELTWLWSXY O YEEIE. ¥
DRF v UD—HBNERIZEDL S BLDOMNEEHBICA A—DSETL
h3, COEEF. NHO0LFD—ATHS T FEBEA (fEHE 18:3)
N, TURDBHKEEEDB=OIZF ¥ UNADOM B ZIEAIZHEAED
BEHLEFIFESIERETHD, LYERTDE. EGHhE o1z, HlHAHED
Shizl ERYET,

WAL, A=A EKRTEEZEANDEE [SLIDE] TY, HILAKSZE
WATWADTL LD ?/ADOFX10HDEEET., FhAiF-bDEA T

R -FYRMDBIZELT., RBMHkEE>TWS, 1 TANESHD
TY, EBIEBELADBAADEFTY TIEEL, FAzBbDES/ TR - &
JRAREDEHYIZ... Abh=-DTI (9ff) .
ANEIELLEONEKRRICSIEFE O, TORETZEELFEFT, T
ITHhio, Fh-bH8ENSHKLEE--Z2D2D2H. FURMIH->TELIC
—HBLTWA I L, TOEBITEKAEFBL LT DTT, ZO—HIL.
A IR LEZ GN-HEBDHBRNLELTHY . HOENA IR
ZBELTIRTOEBICRATWSZEEZTRTINDTY, [RTM4 K] 3
NRICEKDEFE L1I7TE2HIHDEII1Z. TFA (1T R) FES (F
RTDEH) D3BIZVWT, i (#) FROS5bIZEohEd, ®
SNELRIC—DIZHDIHTT, HEIIEEDSINzZL L, A%
BINEELSIC, BOEBEIN-ZLEE%HAMBEHTT ]

WAMEER., GERFRNCNIFEZ LV ONEZERT HBIFHICEH Y
FY. [RFM4F] Comho 1R, HAIVEENULDORAHRITLDZE
BETEFEIN?IDEHE. Bo-RODELIAEONYHENEY TS
TL&DS:. EDESBRITEZBET DT, SREENEITENDLE
TY, HETIK, DRN—EBOANEFICEETHIEZATENTEE
ho FhF=BIFE, HICTHENTVWSDTHY . DRIFFEFKZSIEHE
T, AREF. TIL—THDEVNOCEROHEENTRELEA. T
TIL—TROENOHEEZSI ST & T, FEie/ ook, ZC
T, Fh=bZ 118i& 12HICBEFT,

2. B2DOHH [11, 12 fi]

[RS4 Rl1ayr b L1112 "FDORE=E, RiX, HiEf-A=-0mMI
EULWHHDE. VAIDORDENGHSSINE LT,
2Hhint=Nt=xEnEh, TR/ 0(2D2< ) TRE7ROIIZ] TRAEY
T7IZI TRAEF VR BMZ] EE-TWVWHENDTETT,



After giving the incredibly passionate and insightful plea for church
unity in verse 10, Paul now shifts his focus to the one of the primary
reasons that he is writing to the Corinthians. [SLIDE] Some from
Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among
you.

Just as Paul gave us the vivid image of church unity in verse 10,
being knitted together, he also gives a vivid image of division in verse
11. The Greek word Paul uses for quarrels in Greek is also the name
of the Greek Goddess Eris. A picture of her is shown on this slide
[SLIDE]. In Greek mythology she is the goddess of strife and discord.
Her opposite is unsurprisingly Harmonia, [Harmony]. Paul is warning
the Corinthian church that when they quarrel they are not following the
Risen Lord but something else.

That quarreling weakens the church and the scent of blood in the air
attracts worldly powers, like a wounded animal attracts a roaring lion
(1 Peter 5:8). The powers of this world use divisions to tear apart
Christ’'s body and sadly Christians are often willing and eager
participants in this activity. When we quarrel the world does not see
Christ but something far more earthly and human. This aligns with the
point Paul makes later in verse 17 when he says lest the cross of
Christ be emptied of its power.

[SLIDE] In verse 12, we find out that opposing groups are aligning
themselves with different Christian leaders. The first group identifies
with the Apostle Paul [who founded the church in Corinth]. The next
with Apollos. Apollos came from Alexandria in Egypt and is mentioned
in Acts 18:24-28. He was charismatic and a gifted orator so it would
be unsurprising if he attracted a following. Cephas refers to the
Apostle Peter. It is not known if Peter ever visited Corinth but maybe
due to his closeness to Jesus and high standing in the early church a
group claimed loyalty to him. Then there was the group who claimed
they were the REAL followers of Christ. They had some superior
connection with Jesus or some special insight into God’s word. A
claim that is still made in many churches and denominations today
and is a key source of division.
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It is worth noting that the apostle Paul does not go into the actual
details of what they are arguing about here. Is it theology? Is it
teaching styles? Is it ethnic differences? Is it about who was baptized
by who? Neither does he side with one group and start chastising the
other groups. Something like, those who say ‘Il follow Paul” are in the
right and the rest of you are wrong. No, he addresses ALL of them in
the following verses. What Paul advises next, and it is an important
lesson for all of us, is ‘When there are divisions, go to the cross of
Christ.’

3. The Cross of Christ [verses 13-17]

[SLIDE] 1 Corinthians 1:13-17 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified
for you? Were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 | thank God that |
did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one
can say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (Yes, | also baptized
the household of Stephanas; beyond that, | don’t remember if |
baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but
to preach the gospel—not with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross
of Christ be emptied of its power.

[SLIDE] One way to consider these verses is as follows. In verse 13,
Paul opens with three rhetorical questions that all invite the response
‘No! Is Christ divided? ‘No!” Was Paul crucified for you? ‘No!” Were
you baptized in the name of Paul? ‘No! In verses 14 to 16, Paul tries
to recall who he has personally baptized. Then in verse 17, Paul
seems to return to the rhetorical questions he posed in verse 13
offering some further insights.

This way of considering verses 13-17 helps to highlight some of the
key connecting themes in these verses as set out on this slide
[SLIDE]. The slide is quite full and mainly in English, but when | go
through each theme there will be Japanese as well.
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So looking at the main column headings:

1. Column 1: just numbering 3.1 to 3.4

2. Column 2: ‘Connecting theme’ lists the themes that connect
verse 13 to verse 17 which are ‘3.1 Baptism,’ ‘3.2 the
Gospel,” and ‘3.4 Christ/the cross of Christ.’

3. Column 3: ‘Rhetorical question’ from verse 13 in REVERSE
ORDER to follow the verse 17 order. Verse 17 is actually a
key pivot verse that Paul uses to start the next section of the
letter

4. Column 4: ‘Rhetorical answer’ to each question which is ‘No!’

5. Column 5: ‘Paul’s further explanation’ where he provides
more insights to each verse 13 rhetorical question

[SLIDE] 3.1 Baptism: So let’s start with baptism. The rhetorical
question in verse 13c asks Were you baptized in the name of Paul?
The rhetorical answer is ‘No! And then Paul further expands in verse
17a For Christ did not send me to baptize. [SLIDE] In verses 14-16,
Paul also downplays his role in baptizing with phrases like 14 | thank
God that | did not baptize any of you, 18 so no one can say that you
were baptized in my name and 16 beyond that, | don’t remember if |
baptized anyone else.

So why is Paul downplaying his role in baptizing so much? One
obvious answer is because Paul’'s core calling is to proclaim the
Gospel not baptizing. Another reason some scholars point out is that
the division in the church may be related to who was baptized by
which teacher. Paul is telling the church in Corinth not to use baptism
as a reason to quarrel. It does not matter who baptized them, whether
Paul or Apollos or Cephas, they were all baptized in the name of the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ who unites, not divides, them.

[SLIDE] Paul understands the profound meaning of baptism through
the Gospel NOT the other way around. Paul writes in Romans 6:3-4
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death [GOSPEL]? 4 We were buried
[GOSPEL therefore with him by baptism into death [GOSPEL], in
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead [GOSPEL] by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life [GOSPEL].
[Note Gospel Christ died, was buried, raised on third day per 1
Corinthians 15:3-5]
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[SLIDE] 3.2 The Gospel: In verse 13b, Paul asks Was Paul crucified
for you? No! The answer in verse 17b, and this version is consistent
with the Good News Translation, [Christ] sent me [Paul] to proclaim
the Gospel. Paul’s call is to proclaim the Gospel and he may be telling
the church in Corinth they should be focused on doing the same.
Proclaiming the Gospel, not only in word but also through actions, that
is through unity NOT division. If there are church quarrels then parts
of the church have strayed too far from the message of the cross. The
message of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is about healing division,
the great divide between God'’s holiness and human sinfulness. No
one was crucified for their sins except Christ.

[SLIDE] 3.3 Human wisdom: This is not a rhetorical question but
verse 17c¢ not with wisdom and eloquence can be linked back to
verse 12. In Paul's day, a city like Corinth would attract different
intellectual teachers, philosophers and instructors in wisdom. They
often tried to make disciples for themselves who frequently quarreled
among themselves. This secular practice may help explain what
happened in the Corinthian church when Paul describes in verse 12
What | mean is this: One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I follow
Apollos”; another, “I follow Cephas” In verses 18-31, Paul goes on to
contrast human wisdom with God’s Power and Wisdom which is
Christ crucified or another way Paul refers to it here the cross of
Christ.

[SLIDE] 3.4 The Cross of Christ: Lastly we come to verse 13a, Is
Christ divided? No! Verse 17d, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of
its power. How is the cross of Christ be emptied of its power? If we
look to verse 17c, it is when we rely on human wisdom and
eloquence instead of the power and wisdom of God which is the cross
of Christ or Christ crucified (verse 23b). If we look at verse 13a Is
Christ divided? No! 17d, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power. There is a sense of a link between division and the cross of
Christ be[ing] emptied of its power. When the church is divided, the
Gospel message is being sidelined. Division consumes a huge
amount of time, energy and attention. It distracts the church from its
focus on proclaiming the Gospel and that is why Satan loves division
but God loves unity.
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Conclusion

[SLIDE] While | was writing the conclusion for this message, |
received a call from a sister in Christ. This person described her
circumstances and gave me permission to share part of it with you.
She is currently experiencing painful division in her life. There is an
extremely distressing family dispute that leaves her feeling exhausted
and struggling with anger towards the main antagonist. She
sometimes wonders why God let this happen and what possible
purpose He could have.

After we prayed together, she suddenly remembered that even during
this horrible time there was some Good News. Despite her frustration
and anger, she sensed God opening up an opportunity for her to
share her faith with a non-Christian family member [who was not the
main antagonist] in a very real and raw way. Despite knowing each
other for their entire lives, they had never really connected [united] at
this level before. [SLIDE] It sounded to me like at that moment [of
connection/unity] the cross of Christ pierced through the darkness of
the division bringing the power of salvation and reconciliation into a
place where there was little hope.

At the end of our passage today, we see that the Apostle Paul has led
the quarreling Corinthian church to the cross of Christ. The cross is
where Jesus was crucified to pay the price for our sins. In doing so
God bridged the great divide, the division of sin, that separated God
and humans. This reconciliation came at a great cost to God, it cost
God His beloved Son, the agony of which is beyond our
comprehension.

So we, as followers of Christ, should expect true unity in the church
and personal lives, unity that is built on the foundation of Jesus’
sacrifice on the cross, to involve real sacrifice on our part as well.
True unity will cost us something but it will be a price worth paying.

1. In any disputes or quarrels that you are part of, how are you
dying to the parts of yourself that do not reflect Christ, like your
pride or selfishness?

2. [Can you let go of your pain, frustration, anger and grievances
and place them at the foot of the cross of Christ?]

3. [This is not about shrinking into the shadows but boldly
proclaiming/embodying the cross of Christ in the midst of
division].

o o
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It can be very difficult in practice like it was for the sister in Christ who
shared her story. But when you do, what shines in you and through
you, especially in the darkest moments of division, is Christ crucified.
Christ crucified is where God’s Power and Wisdom to bridge the
deepest divide is found.

Let us pray: Dear Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer, unite our hearts
in love and strengthen the bond within Your church. Graciously grant
us wisdom and understanding to overcome our differences and
embrace the vibrant diversity of Your people as One. May we embody
Your Sacrifice on the cross in our relationships with one another. We
pray in your name, Amen.
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